
LeadersLeaders

SEPTEMBER 2023 | ISSUE NO. 08

LAWYERS CLUB OF SAN DIEGO |  4241 JUTLAND DRIVE, SUITE 210, SAN DIEGO, CA 92117 |  858-732-0002 |  LAWYERSCLUBSANDIEGO.COM

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This Barbie is a Feminist

ABOUT US 
Awarded | Presented | Authored

EVENT CALENDAR
Mediator Roundtable

A LOOK BACK
A Legacy of Leading Voices

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES 
Southern California School Boards on 
LGBTQIA+ Rights

MEMBER PROFILE 
Jonathan Andrews 



20
23

 A
N

N
U

A
L 

SP
O

N
SO

RS
 T

H
A

N
K 

YO
U

DIAMOND SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSOR

PALLADIUM SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSOR

COPPER SPONSOR

Gomez Trial Attorneys 
Higgs Fletcher & Mack LLP

Jones Day
Judicate West 

Nukk-Freeman & Cerra, P.C. 
Meyers Nave 

Mintz 
Procopio

University of San Diego School 
of Law

Western Alliance Bank

Bellator Law Group, APC
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP 

Hamparyan Personal Injury Lawyers 
San Diego, APC

SheppardMullin 
Shustak Reynolds & Partners, P.C.



3

SE
PT

EM
BE

R 
20

23

Lawyers Club News is published  
monthly 11 times a year, with a combined 

July/August issue.

Lawyers Club welcomes contributions to 
the newsletter, as well as your comments 
and suggestions regarding Lawyers Club 

News; contact Julia Sherwood at  
jsherwood@fisherphillips.com 

The deadline for articles is the 1st of the month 
prior to the month of publication. Articles 

should be submitted in Microsoft Word. The 
advertising deadline is the 1st of the month 

prior to the month of publication.  
For advertising information, contact  

tracy@lawyersclubsd.com.
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San Diego, CA 92117
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 THIS BARBIE IS A 
FEMINIST

Headlines about women 
dominating the entertainment 

industry commanded summer 2023. 
Taylor Swift’s Eras Tour is on track 
to gross a staggering $1.3 billion. 
Beyonce’s Renaissance Tour is headed 
for more than $500 million in ticket sales 
alone. And Greta Gerwig’s Barbie – the 
unapologetic and bright pink feminist 
film of the summer – shattered box 
office records and positioned Gerwig 
as the first female director in history to 
have sole directing credit on a billion-dollar film. Collectively, the Eras tour, 
the Renaissance tour, and the Barbie movie are stimulating the economy 
and empowering women within the entertainment realm and beyond. This 
triad is catalyzing a profound transformation of women’s roles, aspirations, 
and narratives, and in turn further normalizing women as legendary and 
powerful leaders.

The entertainment field and the legal profession, while distinct in nature, 
share a common thread when it comes to women’s representation. The 
legal profession currently reflects a dynamic mix of progress coupled 
with persistent challenges. Women continue to be underrepresented in 
leadership roles, partnership roles, and judicial offices. Women account 
for just 38% of judicial officers across all court levels in California, and 
in law firms nationwide equity partners are only one quarter women. In 
entertainment, the ratio of speaking roles for males is nearly double that for 
females, and the percentage of girls and women on screen has not changed 
since 2008.

As professionals, and members of Lawyers Club, we have the power to 
shape perceptions, challenge stereotypes, and stimulate change. While it’s 
inspiring to see Gerwig shattering entertainment ceilings, we must use that 
inspiration to accelerate change in our own community and increase the 
representation of women. It doesn’t take magic, but it does take effort. Give 
the female associate at your firm the chance to work with a big client, so 
she can one day inherit the client and build her book of business. Volunteer 
to help campaign for a woman running for a judicial vacancy. In fact, if you 
are interested in mingling with our distinguished San Diego bench, save the 
date for our members-only Judicial Reception on October 4. This event sells 
out every year and offers the unique opportunity for Lawyers Club members 
to form meaningful connections with our judiciary. I am confident these 
connections will ignite a spark to keep moving the needle past 38%. 

Summer 2023 wasn’t just about famous women in the headlines. It was 
about how these female entertainers brought the collective power of women 
to the forefront, and the gob-smacked reactions turned into reverence as 
the world acknowledged their achievements. Lawyers Club’s efforts to 
increase women’s roles and representation aligns with this broader cultural 
shift, ultimately fueling a more just and equitable society for all.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

mailto:jsherwood%40fisherphillips.com%20%20%20?subject=
mailto:tracy%40lawyersclubsd.com?subject=
http://lawyersclubsandiego.com 
https://newsroom.courts.ca.gov/news/survey-results-california-bench-growing-more-diverse
https://www.law360.com/subscribe/free_trial?target_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.law360.com%2Farticles%2F1710322%2Fprint%3Fsection%3Daerospace
https://assets.uscannenberg.org/docs/aii-inequality-in-1600-popular-films-20230811.pdf
https://assets.uscannenberg.org/docs/aii-inequality-in-1600-popular-films-20230811.pdf
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Annual Dinner
LIMITLESS!

Lawyers Club’s Annual Dinner took place on Thursday, June 
22. The event hosted over 600 guests at the Hilton Bayfront 
Hotel. Attendees joined the new Board of Lawyers Club in 
celebrating another momentous year of vast achievements. 
The theme “Limitless” paired perfectly with the keynote 
speaker, attorney Gloria Allred, whose dedication to 
women’s rights knows no limits. 

The evening began with a welcome from Annual Dinner 
Committee co-chairs Christine Fitzgerald and Mikhak 
Ghorban, and a special thank you to the 2023 Annual 
Dinner Title Sponsor, Casey Gerry. After, four Lawyers Club 
members were recognized for their dedication to its mission 
as well as to the San Diego legal community.

George W. Brewster Jr. received the Charles A. Bird Ally 
Award, which recognizes an individual who self-identifies as 
male, exemplifies a lifetime commitment to Lawyers Club’s 
mission, and shares the organization’s values. Brewster 
embodies the definition of an ally as demonstrated through 
his decades of service to the organization. 

Alexandria N. Hopson received the C. Hugh Friedman New 
Lawyer Award established in 2013 to recognize a Lawyers 
Club member in practice for seven years or less. Hopson 
has been an active member since law school. She is a 
champion for advancing Lawyers Club’s mission and has 
demonstrated leadership and professionalism within the 
San Diego legal community.

The Community Service Award was presented to Anna M. 
Romanskaya in recognition of her tireless work as a service-
oriented leader in the community. Lawyers Club established 
the Community Service Award in 1985 to honor a member 
whose local community activities have served to improve 
the status of women and promote equality. 

The Honorable Wendy Behan received the Belva Lockwood 
Award. The Belva Lockwood Award was established in 
1985 to recognize members whose contributions to the 
organization are outstanding. The award recognized Judge 
Behan’s years of service to the organization, including 
serving as president from 2010-2011, and her numerous 
contributions to the community that further the mission.
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Next, Lawyers Club past president, Shannon Finley, 
introduced and thanked the outgoing Vice Presidents for 
their dedication and continued support of the organization. 
Finley also highlighted the past year’s accomplishments. 
She noted the 50th Anniversary Celebration, an evening 
with Justice Sotomayor, and the incredible bench to bar 
pipeline. She also emphasized the wonderful programming 
provided and the time and dedication shown by the co-
chairs and volunteers. 

Finley passed the gavel to incoming Lawyers Club president 
Audrey Surridge, who shared her theme for the upcoming 
year, “Accelerate Equity.” 

Surridge explained that “to accelerate equity, we will focus 
on identifying what resources, support and advocacy are 
necessary to allow women, people of color and the LGBTQ+ 
community to maximize their potential for success.” She 
continued with, “Equality is the goal, but equity is the 
means to get there. Equity levels out the playing field by 
fighting disparities to ensure everyone has what they need 
to achieve success. The practice of equity means promoting 
and supporting women in all aspects of life.”

Finally, Gloria Allred took the stage to a standing ovation. 
Allred’s passion and sense of humor were evident 
throughout her speech. She highlighted cases that have 
brought her recognition as well as those that have brought 
controversy. She motivated and empowered the attendees, 
spreading awareness about the importance of gender 
equality and the need to be a proactive advocate for justice.

Ko Sharif, partner at Sharif Faust, noted, “the Annual Dinner 
was just as impressive as it was emotionally passionate 



Christine Fitzgerald is an attorney at Robberson Schroedter LLP and 
vice president of Community Relations.

Mikhak Ghorban is the principal at Ghorban Law APC and vice 
president of Policy and Membership

and touching.” Sharif continued his praise for the keynote 
speech and “how much Gloria Allred's courage to stand up 
to a male lawyer as a young attorney moved me.” Ko felt 
that “her courage illuminated the room.” 

Attendee and volunteer, Laura Kass-Moreno, of National 
Conflict Resolution Center noted that Allred “did not 
disappoint. Her passion was so prevalent and that is what 
stayed with me.” 

Events like the Lawyers Club Annual Dinner leave a lasting 
impact on its members, supporters, and the broader 
community. The Annual Dinner provided an excellent 
opportunity to meet new acquaintances, foster a sense 
of community, and reinforce the importance of Lawyers 
Club’s mission. It also served as an important reminder 
that Lawyers Club members are stronger together and the 
future is limitless!
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Mixer
SUMMER SEND-OFF

Lawyers Club’s Membership Development Committee 
(MDC), co-chaired by Carrie Holmes, Kristin Kameen, and 
Jaclyn Reinhart, hosted the final member mixer of the 
Lawyers Club year on June 6 at Blue Door Winery’s San Diego 
production facility and tasting room. Blue Door’s winemaking 
philosophy and techniques follow a straightforward approach: 
keep it as simple and as natural as possible, then fill it with 
passion and commitment. 

Generously sponsored by Pemberley Realty’s Roxanne 
Govari, the event featured a decadent spread from Le 
Charcuterie Bar and Blue Door’s wines. Blue Door’s Kameron 
Robbins (and winery dog, Oliver) graciously hosted over 75 
attendees at Lawyers Club’s private event mixer, ensuring a 
joyous summer send-off.

As members and soon-to-be members mixed and mingled 
among oak barrels, the crowd discussed upcoming Lawyers 
Club events and summer plans. Outgoing Lawyers Club 
president Shannon Finley welcomed the crowd, introduced 
members of the bench and affiliate bar associations, and 
reminded attendees to join and renew their Lawyers Club 
membership for the upcoming year, encouraging the 
1200-strong organization to continue to grow and advance 
the status of women in the law and society.

After introducing incoming president Audrey Surridge, the 
MDC co-chairs gave special thanks to Robbins and Blue Door, 
and highlighted membership renewal rates and upcoming 
events. 

Govari, a minority woman business owner and real estate 
broker who has been serving the San Diego market for over 
20 years, assisted Reinhart with the evening’s prize drawing; 
each attendee who brought a non-member received an 
opportunity drawing ticket for a “prize buffet” of summer 
staples to welcome in the season.

Attendees savored Blue Door’s house-made sangria while 
networking and discussing upcoming summer plans and 
Lawyers Club events. The air buzzed with excitement as 
discussion turned to Lawyers Club’s much-anticipated June 
22nd Annual Dinner featuring keynote speaker Gloria Allred 
and the July 15th walk in the San Diego Pride Parade. 

As the mixer came to an end, attendees picked up special 
surprise summer-themed goodie bags from Govari and 
made plans to reunite at upcoming Lawyers Club events 
throughout the year.

Kristin Kameen is an attorney at Caietti Law Group, APC and co-chair 
of Red, White, and Brew.
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Pride 2023
THRIVE!

This year’s San Diego Pride Parade was a jubilant expression 
of the diverse LGBTQ+ community. The air was filled 
with celebratory music. Participants and spectators wore 
creatively designed ensembles with splashes of vibrant color. 

The festive atmosphere and San Diego Pride’s 2023 theme, 
“Thrive,” stood in direct contrast to the 492 anti-LGBTQ+ 
legislative measures tracked by the ACLU this year. Lawyers 
Club member Vaani Chawla marched in the parade and said, 
“It was important for me to be here today to make it clear 
to those who are watching that the LGBTQ+ community 
has countless allies, and we will stand together to prevent a 
reversal of the community’s civil rights.” 

Co-chairs Roxanne De La Rocha and Tara Vukovich organized 
the event. Throughout the parade, Lawyers Club members 
engaged with spectators and other participants, sharing 
positive messages of love and support. They also handed out 
rainbow-colored fans provided by Fell Law.

This year was also the debut of Lawyers Club’s special edition 
merchandise designed specifically in support of Pride month. 
The matching tee shirts provided the members with an 
instant sense of unity and solidarity. They proudly wore them 
to demonstrate their support for the LGBTQ+ community.

After the parade, attendees continued to the Pride Festival 
where LGBTQ+ entertainment, interactive exhibits, cultural 
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presentation, and community resources were showcased. 
The entire weekend was a celebration of people coming 
together in love and friendship. Overall, this powerful and 

unifying event allowed people to celebrate their identities, 
advocate for equality, and demonstrate that love is love, no 
matter one's sexual orientation or gender identity.

Mikhak Ghorban is the founder of Ghorban Law, APC, and Lawyers 
Club vice president of Policy and Membership.
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Are you living the life you want? Is your job giving 
you the quality of life you expected when you chose 
a legal career? It’s time to bridge the gap between 

where you are and where you want to be.

bridget.grimes@wealthchoice.com | 858-221-0022
WWW.WEALTHCHOICE.COM 

I’m Bridget Grimes, CFP®
Founder of WealthChoice,
a fiduciary advisor, educator,  
speaker, wife, and mother. 
LiLike you, I do it all, and want 
to help you enjoy your 
success to the fullest. Get in 
touch today, and let’s begin.

To get where you want to go, personally and 
financially, you need to know the roadblocks 
that could derail your goals — and how to 
navigate them with passion and purpose. 
There are 4 key derailers to executive women 
living life on their terms. We address these and 
provide solutions you can incorporate into 
your liyour life to get to where you want to be.



Planned Parenthood is facing some of the toughest challenges to health care delivery we’ve ever seen.
Patients need us, and we need you. Make a tax-deductible gift today so we can continue to protect 
and provide care—no matter what.

supportplannedparenthood.org 
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Amanda SingerDenise Asher

Hon. Randa
Trapp (Ret.)

ROUNDTABLEROUNDTABLE
MEDIATORMEDIATOR

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2023

SPONSORED BY:

Hear from some of San Diego’s most skilled mediators about how they
successfully transitioned from practicing law, serving as a judge, or

foregoing practicing entirely, to becoming full-time mediators. Dinner
will include mediators at each table for more in-depth conversations.

Moderated by Kristin Rizzo and Richard Huver. 

CHECK-IN/RECEPTION 5:15 PM | DINNER BUFFET 5:45 PM | PROGRAM 6:15 PM 

THE WESTIN SAN DIEGO GASLAMP QUARTER
910 BROADWAY CIR., SAN DIEGO, CA 92101

Members $45 | Non-Members $60 
LAWYERSCLUBSANDIEGO.COM

1.0 hour general MCLE credit available 

 Lawyers Club of San Diego is a State Bar of California MCLE Multiple Activity Provider (Provider No. 1401, renewal pending) 

htt://lawyersclubsandiego.com/events
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JONATHAN ANDREWS 

Originally from Minnesota, mediator Jonathan 
Andrews expected to stay in the Midwest 
after graduating law school from University 
of Michigan. However, his job as an associate 

attorney with Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison brought him to San 
Diego where he has lived ever since.

During his time as a lawyer, Andrews practiced labor and 
employment law. After working at Gordon Rees, he became a 
founding partner of Andrews Lagasse Branch + Bell LLP, and 
then became a partner at Atkinson, Andelson. Loya, Ruud & 
Romo. He is currently a mediator with Signature Resolution, 
where he focuses on labor and employment matters. He 
enjoys mediating matters throughout California and the 
country, including in New York, Florida, and Washington, D.C. 

As a member of Lawyers Club, Andrews supports the 
organization’s mission, activities, and events. His wife, Dawn, 
is also a Lawyers Club member and currently serves as the 
co-chair of the Gender Equity Committee. Andrews is excited 
to become more involved in Lawyers Club and contribute to 
its mission in a meaningful way. He values being a part of the 
organization because it allows him opportunities to connect 
with his community. 

Aside from his involvement in Lawyers Club, Andrews has 
been a proud member of the San Diego County Big Brother/
Big Sister program for over 15 years. He is also a member of 
their Board of Directors. 

Modified Proust Questionnaire:

What is your idea of perfect happiness? 
Being in a place of total self-acceptance.

What is your greatest fear? 
Not living my truth.

Which living person do you most admire? 
My two boys, Jade and Jordan.

What or who is the greatest love of your life? 
My wife and sons – and the family we have created 
together.

Which talent would you most like to have? 
Playing an instrument! And surfing. And being a writer.

What do you consider your greatest achievement? 
It’s still a work in progress!

Where would you most like to live? 
Vancouver.

What is your most treasured possession? 
My health.

What do you regard as the lowest depth of misery? 
When even dreaming seems impossible.

What do you most value in your friends? 
Kindness.

Who are your favorite writers? 
Langston Hughes, Carlos Ruiz Zafon, Paulo Coelho, 
Pierce Brown.

Who is your hero of fiction? 
Samwise Gamgee.

Who are your heroes in real life? 
My mom.

MEMBER PROFILE

Chloe Mietzel is a Lawyers Club member and second year law 
student at the University of San Diego.
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I WILL
NOT

BE SILENT.

Congratulations
Lawyers Club

President,
Audrey Surridge!

Women-owned firm fighting for
equity and diversity all day long

http://www.amazon.com/Fired-Up-Fueling-Triumph-Trauma-ebook/dp/B0CFCLK5F3/ref=sr_1_1?crid=QVTCHQLYRGUR&keywords=Fired+Up+by+Alreen+Haeggquist&qid=1692638780&s=books&sprefix=fired+up+by+alreen+haeggquis%2Cstripbooks%2C185&sr=1-1


Lawyers Club's Bench Bar Committee is pleased to 
announce that the annual Fall Judicial Reception will be held 
on October 4, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., at the University 
Club atop Symphony Towers. One of Lawyers Club’s special 
events, the Judicial Reception provides a unique opportunity 
for in-person mingling and relationship building between 
Lawyers Club members and the judiciary. This year, the event 
is generously sponsored by Signature Resolution, a southern 
California-based dispute resolution service with offices in 
downtown San Diego. 

This popular event always draws a large crowd of lawyers, 
professionals, and judges at all levels of our local state and 
federal bench. Register early to reserve your spot at this 
year’s reception.  

Come join us for an evening of networking, welcoming San 
Diego’s newest judicial officers, and celebrating the bench-
bar community. 

The Bench Bar Committee’s purpose is to “honor and 
engage with the judiciary, facilitate meaningful interaction 
and dialogue among Lawyers Club’s members and judges, 
offer our members opportunities to take on leadership roles 
through programming or publication efforts, and educate 
our members about the various roles and duties of judicial 

officers and pathways to the bench.” This Committee hosts 
events and monthly meetings throughout the year. For more 
information about the committee and how to get involved, 
contact co-chairs Danna Nicholas (dnicholas@sandiego.gov), 
Phil Stephan (pstephan@klinedinstlaw.com), or Ana A. De 
Santiago Ayon (Ana.DeSantiago@sdcda.org). 

Phil Stephan practices at Klinedinst, PC and serves as co-chair of the 
Bench Bar Committee and Staff Articles Coordinator.

Fall Judicial 
Reception
October 4, 2023 

 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

UNIVERSITY CLUB  
ATOP SYMPHONY TOWERS  
750 B STREET, SUITE #3400  

SAN DIEGO, CA 92101

Sponsor 
Signature Resolution

REGISTER HERE

Coming This Fall
JUDICIAL RECEPTION

mailto:dnicholas%40sandiego.gov?subject=
mailto:pstephan%40klinedinstlaw.com?subject=
mailto:Ana.DeSantiago%40sdcda.org?subject=
https://lawyersclubsandiego.com/?pg=events&evAction=showDetail&eid=263218&evSubAction=listAll


Build a better tomorrow
At Dinsmore, creating an equitable and inclusive culture is more 
than just a check-the-box activity — it reflects who we are as a Firm. 
We champion diversity and opportunity for our people, the legal 
profession and in our communities. Together, we’re building a better 
tomorrow for all.

Read our 2022 Annual Report on Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
to learn about our progress towards building better 
workplaces and more inclusive communities.

Dinsmore proudly supports the Lawyers Club of San Diego

Dinsmore & Shohl LLP. 655 W. Broadway, Suite 800 | San Diego, CA 92101
We are a national full-service law firm with offices coast to coast.
Attorney Advertising. © 2023. All Rights Reserved.
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Southern California School Boards on LGBTQIA+ Rights 

While summer is a time of graduations and summer 
vacation, school board meetings during this time cover 
routine matters preparing for the coming school year. This 
summer, three southern California school districts found 
themselves at the center of controversy.

During a May 16th board meeting, Temecula Valley Unified 
School District Board of Education (“TVUSD Board”) voted 
to reject the social studies curriculum recommended by a 
panel of 47 district teachers. The curriculum at issue -- “Social 
Studies Alive” -- is a State Board of Education adopted social 
studies curriculum program. Some of the board members 
objected to a particular chapter in a fourth-grade textbook, 
“California’s Promise.” The chapter provides an overview of 
California’s contribution to arts, entertainment, education, 
and culture proceeded by a section on “Civil Rights in 
California,” including history on school segregation, peaceful 
protests, and three paragraphs on gay rights. Supplemental 
material for this book also mentions Harvey Milk, California’s 
first openly gay man elected to office. 

Prior to the controversial vote, TVUSD board president, 
Joseph Komrosky, referred to Milk as a “pedophile,” 
questioning, “why even mention a pedophile?” Ultimately, 
the TVUSD Board voted to adopt the curriculum but exclude 
the chapter highlighting civil rights in California. The new 
vote came two days after Governor Newsom announced 
that the state would order the books and charge the district 
the $1.6 million for the cost plus a fine of $1.5 million.

Just north of Temecula, Chino Valley Unified School District 
Board of Education (“CVUSD Board”) voted to approve Policy 
5020.1-Parental Notification that would require schools to 
inform a student’s parent if the student requests being 
identified or treated as a gender other than the student’s 
biological sex or gender; including when the student asks 
to use a name other than their legal name. The policy also 
requires the schools to notify the parent when the student 
accesses “sex-segregated school program and activities” 
such as participating in a sport or using a bathroom for a sex 
or gender not in alignment with the student’s biological sex. 

California superintendent of public instruction, Tony 
Thurmond, appeared in person and spoke during the July 
20th board meeting in which the CVUSD Board adopted 
Policy 5020.1. Thurmond spoke in opposition to the policy, 
citing concerns about the privacy and safety of students 
“who may not be in homes where they can be safe.” 
CVUSD board president, Sonja Shaw, calling a point of 
order, confronted Thurmond as he was walking away and 

accused him of “proposing things that pervert children.” 
Shaw criticized Thurmond for campaigning for Shaw’s 
opponent, Christina Gagnier. Thurmond returned to the 
podium, at which point, Shaw cut him off calling for a five-
minute break when Thurmond was asking to respond to the 
point of order. Seconds later, Thurmond was surrounded by 
four uniformed district security guards and escorted away. 
Later that day, Thurmond tweeted that Shaw had ordered 
him to be removed from the meeting without warning. 

In the west, Trustee Ryan Bent of the North Orange County 
Community College District (“NOCCCD”) Board of Trustees 
drafted and proposed resolution No. 23/24-02 that would 
ban public displays of the LGBTQ Pride flag at the district’s 
two colleges, Fullerton College and Cypress College. Bent 
argued that the policy would encourage neutrality in the 
college community and increase enrollment. Jodi Balma, a 
political science professor at one of the district’s colleges 
is quoted saying, “[t]he idea that this resolution is neutral 
or apolitical is coming from a place of privilege for people 
who have never had their humanity questioned.” In a letter 
opposing the resolution, Jeff Freitas, the president of 
California Federation of Teachers, wrote that the resolution 
“carries the potential to foster division, hinder knowledge 
dissemination, and exacerbate hatred and violence.” 
Community members packed the July 25th NOCCCD Board 
meeting, and after hours of public comment that primarily 
opposed the resolution, the board voted 5-1 against the 
resolution. 

In support of the LGBTQIA+ community, local San Diego 
Community College District (“SDCCD”) Board of Trustees 
passed a resolution declaring the month of June to be a 
districtwide celebration of LGBTQIA+ Pride including the 
raising and flying of the Pride Flag. In a news release, acting 
chancellor of SDCCD, Gregory Smith, proclaimed, “[w]e do 
not merely accept you, we celebrate your authenticity. We 
do not merely welcome your participation, we encourage 
your leadership. We do not merely seek to include you, we 
offer you belonging. We do not merely offer safe spaces, we 
seek to empower you.” 

The Advocacy & Reproductive Justice Committee (ARJ) 
will continue to monitor such state and local school district 
votes pertaining to issues of LGTBQ+ rights. ARJ is always 
open to having members present a bill they believe to be of 
importance to the mission of Lawyers Club.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

Danielle Short is in-house counsel for AFT Guild, Local 1931 and  
co-chair of the Advocacy and Reproductive Justice Committee



At Cage & Miles, it’s our mission to help clients find clarity and peace of mind so they can focus forward. 
Our experienced and competitive family law attorneys will advocate for you every step of the way— 

that’s what makes us different. 

Our firm’s expertise, long case history and our advanced legal specialization in family law makes us uniquely positioned 
to provide you with reliable and trustworthy family law assistance. 

    Family Law | Appeals | Trusts & Estates 

(858) 376-7251

   Jillian Duggan-Herd, CFLS 
Partner 

   Lawyer’s Club Member 

Mehry Mohseni, CFLS 
Lead Attorney 

Lawyer’s Club Member 

Cage & Miles is proud to 
support Lawyers Club 

of San Diego. 
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AWARDED – Lawyers Club past president Stacy L. Fode 
has been named as the General Counsel for the National 
Association of Minority and Women-Owned Law Firms 
(NAMWOLF). Her official title is “GC Board Emeritus.” 
Fode is currently the managing partner of Nukk-Freeman & 
Cerra’s West Coast office. Fode served on the NAMWOLF 
Board of Directors for 3 years, and is actively committed 
to working on issues related to diversity and inclusion in 
the legal profession. She is the immediate past chair of 
NAMWOLF’s Communications Committee and is involved 
in the organization’s Labor & Employment Practice Area 
Committee.

Robert Juskie will receive The Daniel T. Broderick III Award 
at this year’s Red Boudreau Dinner on September 30, which 
recognizes an attorney who practices law with civility, 
integrity, and professionalism. Juskie, a partner at Wingert 
Grebing Brubaker & Juskie LLP, is a trial attorney and focuses 
on premises liability, product liability and personal injury 
litigation, including catastrophic injury claims on behalf of 
plaintiffs and defendants. He also handles a wide variety of 
cases involving complex real property and business disputes, 
legal malpractice (defense), malicious prosecution and claims 
under the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

PRESENTED – Jodi Cleesattle moderated a panel on 
LGTBQ+ legislation hosted by the Tom Homann LGTBQ+ Law 
Association. The panel discussed anti-LGTBQ+ legislation 
being passed throughout the United States, and its impact 
on the LGTBQ+ community. Cleesattle is a former board 
member, and currently serves as a senior assistant attorney 
general at the California Department of Justice.

AUTHORED – Alreen Haeggquist, managing partner at 
Haeggquist & Eck, LLP, has shared her personal story in 
her new book, “Fired Up: Fueling Triumph from Trauma.” 
Motivated by the pains of her childhood, Haegguist became 
a lawyer in order to stand up for victims of abuse. Through 
founding her firm in San Diego, she helps women who 
suffer from sexual abuse, harassment, and discrimination in 
the workplace stand up for themselves. Haeggquist’s core 
message is that, as a society, we need to break the silence 
and help women stand up to their abusers.

Dan Lawton is adding author to his credentials with his 
narrative non-fiction book, “ABOVE THE GROUND: A True 
Story of the Troubles in Northern Ireland,” a chronicle of the 
false conviction of an innocent man for an Irish Republican 
Army murder, and his daring escape from the Maze prison 
in the 1980s. Lawton is a shareholder at Klinedinst PC, 
where he practices with the firm’s appellate and commercial 
litigation groups. 

MEMBERS MAKING NEWS

Suzanne Pollack is an attorney at Robberson Schroedter LLP, vice-
president of Finance & Fundraising, and co-editor of the LC News. 

ABOUT US

Stacy L. Fode Jodi Cleesattle Robert Juskie Alreen Haeggquist Dan Lawton 

SHARE THE GOOD NEWS!
Lawyers Club invites its members to submit their 

career accomplishments to  
aboutus@lawyersclubsandiego.com.  

The deadline for each issue of LC News is the first 
of the month prior to that issue.
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A LEGACY OF LEADING VOICES
Lawyers Club has a longstanding history of taking 
positions on issues pertinent to gender equity 
and related issues, and making those positions 
known throughout the community. September of 
1993 was no different. 30 years ago, through its 

Gender Bias Committee, “Lawyers Club voiced its concerns 
about Deputy District Attorney August Meyers’ courtroom 
statements regarding female and minority jurors and jury 
selection criteria.” Lawyers Club’s condemnation of the 
prosecutor’s statements prompted action by the San Diego 
District Attorney’s Office; the prosecutor was transferred to a 
different office and “strongly counseled” regarding his error. 
His office denounced his conduct, and issued a response to 
Lawyers Club affirming that his actions did not reflect the 
views or policy of their office.

In a similar vein, September of 1993 also marked Lawyers Club’s 
announcement of its newly formed Political Appointments 
Committee, geared toward encouraging the appointment of 
Lawyers Club members to governmental commissions and 
other positions of power. Its aim was to “maintain a data base 
of information about members interested in serving on various 
commissions and provide information to governmental officials 
who are seeking potential political appointees.” The Political 
Appointments Committee’s focus on elevating Lawyers Club 
members—both within the organization and beyond it—
resonates to this day.

Notwithstanding the newly formed committee, Lawyers 
Club members were already on the move. Its then-executive 
director, Beverly Schneider, was unanimously elected to 
serve as chair of San Diego’s Equal Opportunity Commission. 
Other Lawyers Club members were recognized for their 
newfound leadership roles throughout the community, as 
well. Maria Arroyo-Tabin was installed as president of the San 
Diego Volunteer Lawyer Board, Deborah Huff was selected 
to coordinate San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program’s pro 
bono services in North County, and Virginia Weber was 
appointed by the San Diego Port District Legal Counsel to 
handle their transportation matters. Members Luis Aragon 
and Carl Poirot were honored as Public Lawyer of the Year 
and Legal Professional of the Year, respectively, by the San 
Diego County Bar Association.

And to cap off the month, September 23, 1993 marked 
Lawyers Club’s annual luncheon featuring keynote speaker 
Delaine Eastin, who then served as a State Assemblymember 
and chair of its Committee on Education. Eastin’s speaking 
engagement with Lawyers Club was followed by a long 
career in politics and advocacy, including as the California 
State Superintendent on Public Instruction only two years 
later, and eventually a gubernatorial campaign in 2018.

A LOOK BACK

We proudly support the 
Lawyers Club of San Diego

©2023 Jackson Lewis P.C. • Attorney Advertising • jacksonlewis.com

Jackson Lewis is proud to support Lawyers Club of San Diego and its mission to advance the 
status of women in the law and society.

Focused on labor and employment law since 1958, our 950+ attorneys located in major cities 
nationwide consistently identify and respond to new ways workplace law intersects business.

Lara P. Besser
225 Broadway, Suite 1800
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 573-4900
Lara.Besser@jacksonlewis.com

Jaclyn M. Reinhart
225 Broadway, Suite 1800
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 573-4900
Jaclyn.Reinhart@jacksonlewis.com

Ally Keegan is an attorney at the Law Office of David P. Shapiro, a 
Lawyers Club board member, and chair of the History,  

Bylaws & Policy Committee..
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LAWYERS CLUB WELCOMES ITS NEWEST MEMBERS: 

David Amaya

Keia Atkinson

Chris Banuelos

Howie Bruno

Vanessa Candelaria

Sheba Candor

Robert Davydov

Noah Diamant

Daniella Doern

Steven Eheart

David Fountain

Omar Gallegos

Taylor Getman

Cassandra Griffith

Matthew Majd

Domenic Martini

Ayad Mathews

Michael Morphew

Noah Moss

Wilson Schooley

Brett Schreiber

Ninneth Segura

Benjamin Siminou

Steven Skordakis

Jammie Smith

Kim Trimble

Lisa Xu

Allison Yniguez

Alicia Zimmerman

Patrons
Marc Adelman
Yahairah Aristy
Elvira Cortez

Judy Hamilton
Tristan Higgins
Patricia Hollenbeck

Tracy Skaddan
Timothy Williams

Sustaining Members
Hon. Cynthia Aaron (Ret.)
Rana Ansari
Alicia Aquino
Denise Asher
Hon. Cynthia Bashant
Hon. Wendy Behan
Harvey Berger
Hon. Laura Birkmeyer
Gayle Blatt
Hon. Jill Burkhardt
Hon. Rachel Cano
Maria Chavez
Linda Cianciolo
Jodi Cleesattle
Erin Cole
Judith Copeland
Hon. Karen Crawford
Reina Cruz
Hon. Robert Dahlquist
Hon. Cindy Davis
Hon. Bonnie M. Dumanis 

(Ret.)
Christina Dyer
Amber Eck
Stephen Ferruilo
Shannon Finley
Hon. Patricia Garcia
Julia Garwood
Mikhak Ghorban
Christina Giorgio
Hon. Irma Gonzalez (Ret.)
Camille P. Guerra
Hon. Maureen Hallahan
Richard Huver
Hon. Joan Irion
Melissa Johnson
Laura Kass-Moreno
Eydith Kaufman

Hon. Julia Kelety
Gregory Knoll
Kate Kowalewski
Katherine Lee Carey
Amanda LoCurto
Dania Macias
Michele Macosky
Hon. Barbara Major
Hon. Susan Marrinan
Jessica Mathews
Hon. Margaret M. McKeown
Hon. Pennie McLaughlin
Jylan Megahed
Danielle Moore
Hon. Dwayne Moring
Hon. Pate Murray
Virginia Nelson
Ron Oberndorfer
Hon. Jinsook Ohta
Dawn Ovrom
Aimee Parker
Hon. Pamela M. Parker
Katie Parker
Hon. Christine Vetter Pate 

(Ret.)
Hon. Anne Kristina Perry
Regina Petty
Rebecca Prater
Jenna Rangel
Janice Ranson
Stephanie Reynolds
Heather Riley
Mary Robberson
Hon. Janis Sammartino
Carla Sanderson
Johanna Schiavoni
Frann Setzer
Abby Silverman Weiss

Amanda Singer
Hon. Stephanie Sontag (Ret.)
Todd Stevens
Susan Swan
Vickie Turner
Megan Walker
Mike Weathers
Evelyn Wiggins
Arlene Yang

NEW MEMBERS 2023 SUPPORTERS

20

23 SPONSOR YEAR

CIR CLE

Leslie Abrigo
Hon. Jose Castillo
Ezekiel Cortez
Danna Cotman
Deborah Dixon
Brian Dunn
Ann Parode Dynes
Hon. Judith McConnell
Suzanne Pollack
Sheena Sahni

Congresswoman  
  Lynn Schenk
Maggie Schroedter
Deborah Wolfe

LC NEWS TEAM

CO-EDITOR 
Suzanne Pollack
Suzanne@theRSfirm.com 

CO-EDITOR 
Julia Sherwood
 jsherwood@fisherphillips.com

STAFF ARTICLES COORDINATOR 
Phil Stephan
pstephan@klinedinstlaw.com

FOUNDING MOTHERS

Hon. Judith McConnell
Former Congresswoman Lynn Schenk

Hon. Louise Adler (Ret.) 
Sandra Morris
Linda Navarro

Hon. Christine Pate (Ret.)
Sharron Voorhees
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SEPTEMBER
Mediator Roundtable
Monday, September 18, 2023, 5:15 PM – 8:15 PM
Hear from some of San Diego’s most skilled mediators 
about how they successfully transitioned from practicing 
law, serving as a judge, or foregoing practicing entirely, to 
become full-time mediators. Networking, program, and 
dinner included.

Event Calendar
WHAT’S GOING ON

Lawyers Club continues to follow the recommendations and regulations made by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the California Department 
of Public Health (CDPH), and San Diego County and city officials, and encourages 
its members to do the same. Please feel free to reach out with any questions or 
concerns – staff can be reached via email or phone. Lawyers Club will continue to 
adapt as the situation demands and give as much advance notice as possible.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

OCTOBER
Wednesday, October 4, 2023
FALL JUDICIAL RECEPTION

Thursday, October 19, 2023
DIVERSE WOMEN’S COMMITTEE 
LUNCHEON

NOVEMBER
Wednesday, November 8, 2023
TASTE OF NORTH COUNTY 

CLICK HERE FOR ALL EVENTS!

https://lawyersclubsandiego.com/?pg=events&evResetCat=1&evAction=listAll
https://lawyersclubsandiego.com/?pg=events


Tag Lawyers Club! 
You might see your photo 

featured here. 

@lawyersclubsandiego

https://twitter.com/LawyersClubSD
https://twitter.com/LawyersClubSD
https://www.facebook.com/LawyersClubSD/?ref=ts
https://twitter.com/LawyersClubSD
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lawyers-club-of-san-diego-inc/
https://www.instagram.com/lawyersclubsd/
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https://www.facebook.com/LawyersClubSD/?ref=ts
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